
Monterey Park City Council Meeting 
 

July 2020 
 
• Tuesday July 14th 5:30PM Special meeting was called in regards, to discussion and 

approval of argument in favor of the Monterey Park 2040 Land Use Element ballot 
measure, for the November 3rd, 2020 special election.   
  
The main goal for this meeting was to discuss, revise and approve the wording of the 
argument for the ballot measure proposed by city of Monterey park, this was rejected by 
the residents in March 2020, and it’s back in the ballot for the November special election. 
  
To access original ballot measure in March 2020: 
http://www.montereypark.ca.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_07142020-2166 
 
 

• Wednesday July 15th, City Council joint and Regular Teleconference Meeting  
  
I. Introduction of the new appointed Economic Development Manager Joseph 

Torres 
 

He went on explaining the dynamic of the city that has shifted since the pandemic, and 
layout  the goals and plans to revitalize the city, setting new standards, developing new 
initiative to create new business opportunities. He also expressed the challenges 
ahead. 

 
The city recovery plan phase I that will be fed to the Economic development program 
and will work concurrently with other departments. 

 
 The key first project for this program is approving the process to outdoor permits. 

(Parking lots) 
 

II. Waive Further Reading and Adopt Ordinances Regarding Implementing A 
Business Recovery Program for Restarting the Local Economy  

 
 It is recommended that the City Council: 
 

1) Waive second reading and adopt an ordinance amending the Monterey Park 
Municipal Code (“MPMC”) to restructure the Monterey Park Planning Agency; 

 
2) Waive second reading and adopt the an ordinance implementing Phase I of the 

Monterey Park Business Recovery Program; or; 
 

3) Taking such additional, related, action that may be desirable. 



III. WAIVE FURTHER READING AND ADOPT AN ORDINANCE AMENDING 
MONTEREY PARK MUNICIPAL CODE (“MPMC”) BY AMENDING CHAPTER 3.100 
“PUBLIC WORKS CONTRACTS” 
 

 It is recommended that the City Council: 
 

1. Waive second reading and adopt the an ordinance amending Chapter 3.100 of the 
Monterey Park Municipal Code governing informal bidding of public works contracts 

2. Taking such additional, related, action that may be desirable. 
 

IV. Consideration and possible action regarding implementing phase II of the 2020 
Monterey Park Business recovery program for restarting the local economy is 
recommended that the City Council consider: 

 
1. Opening a public hearing regarding Phase II of the 2020 Monterey Park Business 

Recovery Program (the “Program”); 
 

2. After receiving verbal and written testimony, close the public hearing; 
 

3. After discussing the evidence, adopt an urgency ordinance implementing the 
Program immediately upon a 4/5s vote; 
 

4. Introduce and waive first reading of an ordinance implementing the Program. 
Second reading and adoption would occur on August 5, 2020; 
 

5. If appropriate, provide direction to the City Manager for placing additional items to be 
integrated into the Program on a future City Council meeting agenda; and 
 

6. Or, taking such additional, related, action that may be desirable. 
 

The main discussion on this business recovery program for restarting the local economy, it 
was about the following: 

 
• Changes in Municipal codes 
• Changes in the design Review process 
• Approval on parking reusability 
• Noise Regulation changes  
• Zones changes for Drive through  
• Key is to activate Flexibility for businesses to reopen 
• Adjustment to Zoning 
• Ultimately the city councils approve the development agreement. 
• This city regulations expires on Dec 31st. 

 
To support this recovery program, it will require city planners, city councils to allow changes 
to  the existing city ordinances.  Example setting tables in court yards and parking lot to 



help restaurant businesses to reopen.  With the surge in COVID-19 it’s all about 
businesses surviving. 

 
There was a motion to adopt the urgency city ordinance to implement the program 
immediately. 

  
And the motion to accept the phase II recovery program. 

 
 
• August 5th, 2020 6:30pm Regular City Council Meeting 
 

I. Public communication: 
Meeting was open to the public to participate, most were local residents commenting 
and thanking the city for supporting the Room-key project. 

 
II. There was a short presentation by the Los Angeles Homeless Services authority 

LAHSA and the entity that manages the project.  
They described the current status of the project, where it’s a collaboration effort with the 
State, county and the LAHSA to provide temporary shelter to the homeless people in 
the city. 

 
The Garvey motel being a temporary shelter for homeless will expire on September 
30th, there is talk to extend the date. No concrete date of expiration was given for the 
Lincoln Plaza Hotel. 

III. A PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSED FIVE-YEAR CONSOLIDATED 
PLAN FOR FISCAL YEARS 2020-2024 AND ONE-YEAR ACTION PLAN FOR 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT, AND HOME INVESTMENT 
PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAMS FOR FISCAL YEARS YEAR 2020-2021  

 It is recommended that the City Council consider:  

1. Opening the public hearing to receive testimonial and documentary evidence;  
2. Approving the Five-year Consolidated Plan (Con Plan) for Fiscal Years 2020-24, 

One-year Action Plan (Action Plan) for Fiscal Years 2020-2021 for the Community 
Development Block Grant ("CDBG"), and HOME Investment Partnerships ("HOME") 
Programs;  

3. Directing staff to prepare and transmit the final documents to the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development ("HUD");  

4. Authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to take all actions necessary or 
desirable to implement the Five-year Consolidated Plan, Annual Action Plan, and 
Subrecipient Agreements; and  

5. Taking such additional, related, action that may be desirable.  



 This item was discussed to consolidate a plan for the city to receive federal funds from 
 HUD, it’s a 5-year strategy and action plan have to be submitted by the city. These 
 funds  will be used to provide affordable housing to residents.  

 The city is anticipated to receive $664,000+ from the CDBG, and $344,000+ from 
 the HOME funds. 

I also added this as a reference to what the city councils stand on the SB and AB bills related 
to land use: 
 
Housing Bills Opposed 

The Monterey Park City Council opposes the following pending housing legislation 
before the California legislature affecting the city's ability to regulate land use: 

• Housing legislation opposition letter to Calif. Assembly and Senate dated July 30, 2019 
(PDF). 

• SB-330 (Skinner)-Housing Crisis Act of 2019. 
• AB-1279 (Bloom)-Planning and zoning: housing development: high-resource areas. 
• AB-1763 (Chiu)-Planning and zoning: density bonuses: affordable housing. 
• AB-68 (Ting)-Land use: accessory dwelling units. 
• AB-881 (Bloom)-Accessory dwelling units. 

 
Reference: 
http://www.montereypark.ca.gov/1258/Senate-and-Assembly-Bills 
 
  
 


